CHAPTER  VII.

WORDS THE BIBLE HAS GIVEN  US.

A GREAT English historian, writing of the sixteenth
century, once said, " The English people became
the people of a book/' The book he meant was,
of course, the Bible. When England became
Protestant the people found a new interest in the
Bible. In Catholic times educated people, like
priests, had read the Bible chiefly in Latin, though
the New Testament had been translated into Eng-
lish. But most of the people could not even read.
They knew the Bible stories only from the sermons
and teaching of the priests, and from the great
number of statues of Biblical kings and prophets
which covered the beautiful churches of the Middle
Ages.

But the new Protestant teachers were much more
enthusiastic about the Bible. Many of them found
the whole of their religion in its pages, and were
constantly quoting texts of Scripture. New trans-
lations of the New Testament were made, and at last,
in 1611, the wonderful translation of the whole
Bible known as the " Authorised Version/' because